
Peace Corps Safety/Health Legislation (S. 2286; H.R. 2259) 
 

Status of Legislation 
• Senate legislation: (S. 2286) passed unanimously in the Senate on March 13, 2018. Senator Bob 

Corker (R-TN) introduced S. 2286. Senators Johnny Isakson (R-GA), Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and 
Chris Coons (D-DE) are original co-sponsors. Other co-sponsors are John Barrasso (R-WY), Marco 
Rubio (R-FL), Chris Murphy (D-CT) and Chris Van Hollen (D-MD). 

• House legislation: (H.R. 2259) was introduced in May 2017 by Congressmen Ted Poe (R-TX) and 
Joseph Kennedy (D-MA). H.R. 2259 now has 54 co-sponsors (16 R’s, 38 D’s). 

 

Key Similarities 
• Sexual assault and other acts of violence: Both bills re-authorize key provisions of the 2011 Kate 

Puzey Act which established a Peace Corps Office of Victim Advocacy and Sexual Assault Advisory 
Panel. Additional safety reforms (including training for PCV host families and co-workers, and in the 
case of volunteers alleged of sexual misconduct, retaining that information on their end-of-service 
records) are being incorporated to address recent findings from the Office of Special Counsel.  

• Health care for serving volunteers: Both bills lay out similar skills and criteria needed by overseas 
health personnel to ensure the hiring of highly qualified individuals and further improve medical care 
during service. 

• Increased transparency and oversight: Both bills require the publication of volunteer satisfaction 
surveys and early termination rates, as well as additional progress reporting to Congress. 

 

Key Differences 
• RPCVs with service-related illness/injuries: H.R. 2259 contains provisions that would extend Peace 

Corps health services for RPCVs (with service related health issues) for up to six months; H.R. 2259 
would also raise workers compensation for RPCVs so it is based at a GS-11 rate (up from GS 7, a 
difference of approximately $10,000 per year, raising annual workers compensation for an individual 
RPCV to the low to mid $30,000 range).  Earlier versions of S. 2286 contained these provisions, but 
they were removed by the sponsor citing committee jurisdictional concerns and House/Senate rules 
that may prevent the legislation from passing. House sponsors are still working on these matters. 

• Health insurance: S. 2286 extends existing health care coverage for service-related injuries four 
months after volunteers return from service. 

• Malaria Treatment: S. 2286 calls on Peace Corps to consult with the Centers for Disease Control to 
provide the best standard of care related to malaria prevention. H.R. 2259 proposes further training and 
consultation with volunteers regarding the anti-malarial mefloquine, and allows volunteers to begin 
taking mefloquine before travel overseas (as noted in CDC guidelines). 

• Inspector General Health Assessment: S.2286 calls upon Peace Corps to implement actions 
outlined in an Inspector General follow up of a 2010 assessment of medical care in Morocco. 

 

Our Ask/Our Hope 
• THANK SENATORS: Thank Senators for unanimous passage of S. 2286. 

• HOUSE: PLEASE CO-SPONSOR THIS LEGISLATION: If your Representative is not currently a co-
sponsor, urge him/her to co-sponsor H.R. 2259. 

• NOTE: House Appropriations Committee Members: The Congressional Budget Office estimates the 
proposed worker’s comp increase in H.R. 2259 would cost an additional $1 – 2 million over each of the 
next ten years. Because of House Rules, the appropriations committee would need to grant a waiver for 
this increase to move forward. If your Congressman/woman is on the Appropriations Committee, 
urge her/him to support this waiver, noting that the Peace Corps must reimburse the Labor 
Department for all costs, within the confines of its congressionally mandated Peace Corps budget. 

• Best Legislation Possible: The importance of many provisions included within these bills warrant the 
need to pass this legislation in the current 115th Congress. Taken together, the Senate and House 
legislation present a powerful, comprehensive package of reforms and improvements to advance 
Peace Corps safety and health. We urge that both bills advance and pass, and that both chambers 
come together later this year to negotiate and pass the strongest bill possible. 


