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Dear NPCA Advocate,

This booklet is designed to provide you with information and materials you can review 
and use as you prepare for your district office meetings.

The four pages that make up our comprehensive Peace Corps advocacy document for 
2019 can be found first. Any and all portions can be used as part of your leave behind 
packet.

That is followed by materials you can use if you are preparing for a Senate district office 
meeting.

Next, there is a section with materials on a number of issues from which to choose if you 
are preparing for a House district office meeting.

Finally, there is an appendix which includes copies of legislation and some background 
on whether your representatives are current supporters of the Peace Corps. 

Please note that overview and talking point documents are for background, and not for 
distribution or inclusion in the leave behind packets.

Thank you!

Jonathan Pearson
Will Burriss
NPCA Advocacy
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President George H.W. Bush

FROM THE FARTHEST CORNERS OF THE WORLD 

TO AMERICA’S CITIES, SUBURBS, AND SMALL TOWNS

SERVICE IS THE SOLUTION

“The United States Peace Corps built its reputation the old-fashioned way, 

step by step, village by village, family by family, bringing the world a bit 

closer one friendship at a time.”

#PeaceCorpsMatters



PEACE CORPS TODAY 
A 21ST CENTURY AGENCY

To date, more than 230,000 Peace 

Corps Volunteers have served in 141 

countries.

Peace Corps Goals

Help communities around the world 
improve their quality of life at the 
grassroots level.

Help these communities better 
understand America and Americans. 

Help Americans better understand 
the world by bringing volunteer 
experiences home to the United States.

Approximately 7,300 Peace Corps Volunteers are serving 
as cultural ambassadors of democracy and American goodwill 
on the frontlines of development in 65 countries worldwide. 
Working in hot spots like Central America and Ukraine, these 
future leaders in all sectors of American society are subtly 
addressing the context behind our most heated headlines. 
From the horrendous conditions that push people to leave 
their homelands in search of a better life, to the health issues 
that transcend international borders, Peace Corps Volunteers 
seek out solutions to problems abroad before they become 
problems at home.

In February 2017, 121 retired three- and four-star generals and admirals wrote to Congress:

“Peace Corps and other development agencies are critical to preventing conflict and 
reducing the need to put our men and women in uniform in harm’s way.”

AMERICA’S MILITARY LEADERS AGREE: PEACE CORPS WORKS

A January 2019 Interim Report from the National Commission on Military, National, and Public Service states:

“We have learned that national service suffers from...significant barriers to access for 
many young Americans who might otherwise have a desire to serve.”

FY 2016        FY 2017        FY 2018        FY 2019       FY 2020

450M

430M

410M

390M

Actual Adjusted for Inflation

PEACE CORPS FUNDING

At $410 million, Peace Corps is less 
than 1 percent of the International
Affairs Budget and represents less than
0.01 percent of federal spending.

LESS THAN

0.01%
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PEACE CORPS 
CHANGES LIVES

Republicans and Democrats Agree: Peace Corps Matters
REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS AGREE: PEACE CORPS MATTERS

Returned Peace Corps Volunteers who served between 1962 and 
1979 continue to give back to Afghanistan, with a focus on women’s 
empowerment. Tens of thousands of Afghan girls and women have 
been supported by Friends of Afghanistan projects to build schools, 
purchase school supplies, provide vocational support to weavers, 
and assist a women’s leadership academy.

“Peace Corps volunteers make an extraordinary 
commitment to serve their country and deserve 
the very best support we can provide.” 

“Peace Corps helps promote global acceptance 
of the principles of international peace and 
non-violent co-existence among people of 
diverse cultures and systems of government.”

Former Senator 
Bob Corker (R-TN)

Former Congressman 
Sam Farr (D-CA)

*2017 Gallup World Poll of 134 countries (Medians)

USA GLOBAL LEADERSHIP APPROVAL RATING

Over the last decade, the world’s opinion of 
American leadership has declined. America 
and the world need Peace Corps now.

  2010    2011   2012   2013    2014    2015    2016   2017

48%

30%

Kul Gautam of Nepal, Former Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF

Winner of NPCA’s 2018 Harris Wofford Global Citizen Award

“My journey from Nepal to Dartmouth, then on to Princeton and the United Nations 
would not have happened had it not been for the Peace Corps. And I know, mine is 
not a unique case. There are thousands of boys and girls in developing countries 
whose lives have been transformed by the Peace Corps.”



We are national and community leaders. We are independent, creative entrepreneurs. We don’t shy away 
from challenges. We listen, find common ground, and work to solve problems. We are Returned Peace 
Corps Volunteers who know from experience that America benefits when we invest in Peace Corps.

Educate Tomorrow, a Miami-based non-profit led by Virginia and Brett 
McNaught (who served as Peace Corps Volunteers in Niger), has been 
recognized for its intensive work with hundreds of Florida foster care, 
adopted, or homeless children to help them secure a postsecondary 
education degree or certificate in order to achieve independence.

1900 L Street, NW, Suite 610, Washington, DC 20036
npca@peacecorpsconnect.org  I  www.PeaceCorpsConnect.org

@PCorpsConnect@PeaceCorpsConnect

THE DOMESTIC DIVIDEND

Well over $1 million in domestic and international charitable donations 
have been made by Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) of Wisconsin-
Madison through the Peace Corps Calendar project, now in its 31st year. 
Over time, dozens of RPCV groups have sold the calendar, raising hundreds 
of thousands of additional dollars for charitable giving.

A statewide survey revealed that Kentucky Peace Corps Association 
members provided more than 17,000 hours of volunteer service in 2018, 
and held leadership positions in organizations such as the Boy Scouts, 
Habitat for Humanity, Rotary, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Sierra Club, the 
Kentucky Natural Lands Trust, the International Book Project, and others.

Mandy Manning, the 2018 National Teacher of the Year from Spokane, 
Washington, served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Armenia. As many as 
one out of three recently Returned Peace Corps Volunteers come back 
home and enter the field of education.
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Senate Meetings

TALK ABOUT PEACE CORPS FUNDING

DISCUSS SENATE BILL 2320  
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SENATE MEETING

PEACE CORPS IS COST EFFECTIVE AND COST EFFICIENT

PEACE CORPS DESERVES A RAISE

PEACE CORPS HAS BIPARTISAN SUPPORT

MORE PEACE CORPS IS GOOD FOR THE USA AND THE WORLD

Peace Corps Funding
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 PEACE CORPS FUNDING 

Overview
 
 

Targets for this Action: This action is for all members of Congress (Senate and House of 
Representatives). It is a priority action for members of the Senate and House Appropriations 
Committees, especially those members who serve on the Appropriations Subcommittee for 
State/Foreign Operations.

About this Legislation: Because funding for the Peace Corps is a foundation of NPCA advocacy, it is 
always important to update members of congress and their staff about the status of Peace Corps 
funding.

For the upcoming fiscal year that begins October 1st (Fiscal Year 2020) we are currently 
supporting an appropriation of no less than $425 million for Peace Corps. 

Overview: This past June, the House of Representatives approved its State/Foreign Operations 
appropriations bill. Included in this bill was a recommendation of $425 million for Peace 
Corps. This would represent a $14.5 million increase in funding, which is a 3.5 percent 
increase in Peace Corps’ appropriation. This would mark the first meaningful increase in Peace 
Corps funding (currently at $410.5 million) in five years.

The Senate has not yet finalized action on its State/Foreign Operations appropriations bill.

Should the Senate and House recommend different FY 2020 spending levels for Peace Corps 
(or other international affairs programs), the two chambers will need to form a “conference 
committee” to reach a consensus agreement on spending.

Earlier in the year, Congress showed strong support for robust Peace Corps funding. A record 
181 members of the House of Representatives signed a “Dear Colleague” letter requesting 
$450 million for Peace Corps in FY 2020. In the Senate, a record 41 Senators supported a 
letter urging continued, robust funding for Peace Corps.

SENATE MEETING  -  FOR NPCA ADVOCATES ONLY...NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION
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PEACE CORPS FUNDING 

Talking Points
 
 

• If You are Meeting with a House Office: Express appreciation that the House has recommended a 
funding increase. Thank your lawmaker if they signed the Dear Colleague letter earlier this year. 
Urge House members to support no less than $425 million for Peace Corps in FY 2020.

• If You are Meeting with a Senate Office: Thank your Senator(s) if they signed the Dear Colleague 
letter earlier this year. Urge Senators to support no less than $425 million for Peace Corps as 
the appropriations committee moves forward.

• Domestic Dividend: Remind your lawmakers that the benefits of Peace Corps service extend well 
beyond the 27 months of service overseas. For many RPCVs, Peace Corps service caused a 
change in career path, in many cases entering fields (teaching, health care, poverty reduction) 
that directly benefit the well-being of local communities. If you have a personal story about how 
your past Peace Corps service benefits your local community today, be sure to highlight that.

• Building Friendship and Security: Approximately 7,400 Peace Corps Volunteers are serving as
cultural ambassadors of democracy and American goodwill on the frontlines of development 
in 65 countries. These individuals are subtly addressing the context behind some of our most 
heated headlines. From conditions that push people to leave their homelands to health issues 
that transcend international borders, volunteers seek solutions to problems abroad before 
becoming problems here.

• Cost Effective and Cost Efficient: For all the good work and goodwill Peace Corps Volunteers
provide, the Peace Corps appropriation amounts to less than one percent of our international 
affairs programs, and less than one-one hundredth of one percent of the entire federal budget. 
At a per capital cost of about $1.25 per year, Peace Corps remains one of the best bargains in 
our federal budget.

• Peace Corps Deserves a Raise: For the past four years, Peace Corps funding has been stuck at
approximately $410 million. When adjusted for inflation, the agency FY 2020 spending for 
Peace Corps should be at roughly $440 million to have the same purchasing power four years 
ago. Peace Corps deserves a raise!

SENATE MEETING  -  FOR NPCA ADVOCATES ONLY...NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION
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Keep the Peace Corps 
Independent and 

Internationally Trusted

Oppose S. 2320 

SENATE MEETING
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SENATE BILL 2320 

FAQ's
WAS THE PEACE CORPS EVER NOT AN INDEPENDENT AGENCY? 

• The Peace Corps was created as an independent agency within the State Department, but was merged 
with other domestic volunteer programs into a new agency (ACTION) in 1971, largely for partisan reasons 
by President Richard Nixon.   

• Peace Corps was pulled out of ACTION in 1979 by President Jimmy Carter and regained full independence 
outside of the State Department by an act of Congress in 1982. It has remained a fully independent 
agency ever since.  https://www.brookings.edu/research/reconsidering-the-peace-corps/

WHAT WOULD S.2320 DO, IF PASSED INTO LAW?

• Among other things, S.2320 would make the Peace Corps a subordinate agency within the State 
Department under the direction of the Secretary of State.  

• “The budget of the Peace Corps shall be incorporated into the overall budget of the Department of 
State,with the Secretary of State authorized to expend amounts appropriated to the Peace Corps.” 

• “Not   later   than   September   30, 2020,   the   Peace   Corps   shall   terminate   any   Peace   Corps   
programs operating in China.” 

• “The Peace Corps may not operate in any country that is hostile to the national security interests of the 
United States, as determined by the Secretary of State.”

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CONCERNS ABOUT S.2320? 

• The U.S. State Department is often perceived abroad as an organization with political agendas that can 
change depending on who is occupying the White House. The Peace Corps is not. By making the Peace 
Corps a subordinate agency within the State Department, we risk losing Peace Corps’ hard won reputation 
for non-political trustworthiness around the world. Peace Corps Volunteers cannot do their jobs without the 
trust and partnerships of Host Country Nationals...  

(How   many   Volunteers   are   already   half-way   jokingly   accused   of   being   CIA  agents?   
Putting   the Peace Corps in the State Department would likely make this sentiment worse...)

• Although Senator Scott’s office has not responded to NPCA or congressional office inquiries, it appears as 
though this bill would authorize the Secretary of State to allocate money for the Peace Corps at their own 
discretion (while still broadly guided by Congress). This could be very problematic for the Peace Corps if a 
Secretary of State became interested in budget cuts or is skeptical of the program. 

• By making the Peace Corps a part of the State Department, we very likely increase the number of 
bureaucratic obstacles needed to make small or large changes within the Peace Corps.  

• Recent instability and low morale at the State Department makes this proposal to incorporate the Peace 
Corps as a subordinate agency appear even less appealing.
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House Meetings
TALK ABOUT PEACE CORPS FUNDING

DISCUSS OUR DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE WALKER AMENDMENT 

CONSIDER CO SPONSORING THE PEACE CORPS REAUTHORIZATION ACT

 CONSIDER CO SPONSORING RESPECT ACT 2019

CONSIDER JOINING THE HOUSE PEACE CORPS CAUCUS
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Peace Corps Funding

PEACE CORPS IS COST EFFECTIVE AND COST EFFICIENT

PEACE CORPS DESERVES A RAISE

PEACE CORPS HAS BIPARTISAN SUPPORT

MORE PEACE CORPS IS GOOD FOR THE USA AND THE WORLD

HOUSE MEETING
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PEACE CORPS FUNDING 

Overview
 

Targets for this Action: This action is for all members of Congress (Senate and House of Representatives). 
It is a priority action for members of the Senate and House Appropriations Committees, especially 
those members who serve on the Appropriations Subcommittee for State/Foreign Operations.

About this Legislation: Because funding for the Peace Corps is a foundation of NPCA advocacy, it is always
important to update members of congress and their staff about the status of Peace Corps funding.

For the upcoming fiscal year that begins October 1st (Fiscal Year 2020) we are currently supporting an
appropriation of no less than $425 million for Peace Corps. 

Overview: This past June, the House of Representatives approved its State/Foreign Operations 
appropriations bill. Included in this bill was a recommendation of $425 million for Peace Corps. This 
would represent a $14.5 million increase in funding, which is a 3.5 percent increase in Peace Corps’ 
appropriation. This would mark the first meaningful increase in Peace Corps funding (currently at 
$410.5 million) in five years.

The Senate has not yet finalized action on its State/Foreign Operations appropriations bill.

Should the Senate and House recommend different FY 2020 spending levels for Peace Corps (or other
international affairs programs), the two chambers will need to form a “conference committee” to reach 
a consensus agreement on spending.

Earlier in the year, Congress showed strong support for robust Peace Corps funding. A record 181 
members of the House of Representatives signed a “Dear Colleague” letter requesting $450 million 
for Peace Corps in FY 2020. In the Senate, a record 41 Senators supported a letter urging continued, 
robust funding for Peace Corps.

HOUSE MEETING  -  FOR NPCA ADVOCATES ONLY...NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION
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PEACE CORPS FUNDING 

Talking Points
 

• If You are Meeting with a House Office: Express appreciation that the House has recommended a 
funding increase. Thank your lawmaker if they signed the Dear Colleague letter earlier this year. 
Urge House members to support no less than $425 million for Peace Corps in FY 2020.

• If You are Meeting with a Senate Office: Thank your Senator(s) if they signed the Dear Colleague 
letter earlier this year. Urge Senators to support no less than $425 million for Peace Corps as 
the appropriations committee moves forward.

• Domestic Dividend: Remind your lawmakers that the benefits of Peace Corps service extend well 
beyond the 27 months of service overseas. For many RPCVs, Peace Corps service caused a 
change in career path, in many cases entering fields (teaching, health care, poverty reduction) 
that directly benefit the well-being of local communities. If you have a personal story about how 
your past Peace Corps service benefits your local community today, be sure to highlight that.

• Building Friendship and Security: Approximately 7,400 Peace Corps Volunteers are serving as
cultural ambassadors of democracy and American goodwill on the frontlines of development 
in 65 countries. These individuals are subtly addressing the context behind some of our most 
heated headlines. From conditions that push people to leave their homelands to health issues 
that transcend international borders, volunteers seek solutions to problems abroad before 
becoming problems here.

• Cost Effective and Cost Efficient: For all the good work and goodwill Peace Corps Volunteers
provide, the Peace Corps appropriation amounts to less than one percent of our international 
affairs programs, and less than one-one hundredth of one percent of the entire federal budget. 
At a per capital cost of about $1.25 per year, Peace Corps remains one of the best bargains in 
our federal budget.

• Peace Corps Deserves a Raise: For the past four years, Peace Corps funding has been stuck at
approximately $410 million. When adjusted for inflation, the agency FY 2020 spending for 
Peace Corps should be at roughly $440 million to have the same purchasing power four years 
ago. Peace Corps deserves a raise!

HOUSE MEETING  -  FOR NPCA ADVOCATES ONLY...NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION
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Walker Amendment
 TOO MANY HOUSE MEMBERS VOTED IN FAVOR OF THIS AMENDMENT 

PROPOSED THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FUNDING FOR THE PEACE CORPS

THANKFULLY THE PROPOSAL WAS DEFEATED

HOUSE MEETING
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THE WALKER AMENDMENT 

Overview & Talking Points
Targets for this Action: This is a priority action for any of the 110 House members who voted in favor of this amendment (go to 
the appendix for the complete list)

About this Amendment: Among other items, this amendment (which was defeated) proposed the elimination of all funding for 
the Peace Corps in the fiscal year that begins October 1st (FY 2020)

Overview: On June 3, 2019, the House of Representatives approved legislation that allocated $19 billion to address 
numerous disaster relief issues around the country. As the House Appropriations Committee brought forth its funding 
package for international affairs programs, Congressman Mark Walker (R-NC) put forth an amendment on June 11, 2019 
to offset the domestic disaster relief costs by proposing an equivalent - $19 billion in cuts to the FY 2020 State/Foreign 
Operations spending bill, contending the congress needs to “put America first”.

While the amendment proposed many cuts to this part of the federal budget, the $19 billion in cuts included a 
recommendation to eliminate all of Peace Corps’ listed funding ($410.5 million) in FY 2020. On June 18, 2019, the 
House defeated the Walker amendment by a vote of 315 - 110. While a strong rejection, the fact that 110 voted in favor of 
a proposal that included eliminated Peace Corps funding was a serious concern.

Talking Points:
• Disappointment: Express disappointment if your lawmaker voted to support an amendment that proposed 

eliminating Peace Corps funding (If your Rep. voted against the amendment, be sure to say thank you) 

• Inefficient and Costly: Discuss the fact that Peace Corps would have had to spend millions of dollars to bring 
home volunteers and shut down offices for a year. Trying to start up operations again would have cost 
additional millions of dollars. 

• The End of Peace Corps: If this proposal - shutting down Peace Corps for one fiscal year - had been 
implemented, it is highly likely that the program would not have resumed a year later, if ever again. 

• Making a Statement? Some lawmakers or staff may say they voted yes to make a statement about federal 
deficit spending. As Peace Corps represents about 0.01% of our federal budget, the “statement” would 
endanger one of our nation’s best programs, and have zero impact on deficit spending. 
 

• Didn’t Know? It is possible lawmakers or staff may say they did not realize the Walker amendment called for 
eliminating Peace Corps funding in FY 2020. The amendment itself did not reference Peace Corps by 
name, so it is possible some offices could have overlooked that.  But, you can note that Representative 
Nita Lowey (D-NY) - during the debate on the amendment - pointed out that it called for Peace Corps’ 
elimination. Additionally, at least ten thousand messages were sent to congressional offices in advance of 
the vote. Stress that it is important to be more vigilant in the content of an amendment before voting on it.

•  
Bi-Partisan Rejection: You can also note that 81 Republicans voted against the Walker amendment, including 
many key leaders of the Republican caucus.  

• Show Support for Peace Corps: While you can express strong disappointment with the vote, you can bring forth 
some other ways in which your Rep can demonstrate support for the Peace Corps, including co-sponsoring 
H.R. 3456, H.R. 1411 and/or joining the Peace Corps Caucus (see details in this document).

HOUSE MEETING  -  FOR NPCA ADVOCATES ONLY...NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION
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The Peace Corps 
Reauthorization Act

After four years of fiscal stagnation, it's time to give the Peace Corps a much 
needed raise and strengthen the services for Returned Peace Corps Volunteers. 
From protecting NCE status during government shutdowns, to boosting pay for 
Volunteers disabled during their service, and allowing RPCVs to put the symbol 
of their service on their final resting place, this NPCA endorsed bill would raise 
all boats in the Peace Corps community.

CONSIDER COSPONSORING H.R. 3456 
 

HOUSE MEETING
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HOUSE MEETING  -  FOR NPCA ADVOCATES ONLY...NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

HR 3456: THE PEACE CORPS 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2019 

Overview & Talking Points
OVERVIEW

This bipartisan bill is sponsored by the Co-Chair of the Peace Corps Caucus, Congressman John Garamendi. (RPCV 
Ethiopia)  The Peace Corps has not been officially reauthorized in Congress since 2002.  

WHAT IS AN AUTHORIZATION?

An Authorization is a congressional power that gives an agency or program the legal right to exist. Most government 
programs that Congress appropriates money for must first be approved by Congress in a separate piece of legislation known 
as an “authorizing bill.” Authorizing bills describe the direction a program should take and create the legal authority for the 
program to operate.

Creating a program is a two-step process: Congress creates the legal authority for that program in one bill, and then funds 
the program in a separate appropriations bill. Every so often, Congress is supposed to reauthorize these programs in order 
to conduct oversight and fix the inevitable problems that pop up.

However, Congress has failed to reauthorize approximately 410 programs, but still continues to fund them, including the 
Peace Corps. The Peace Corps has not been reauthorized since 2002.

Reauthorizations are an opportunity for Congress to exercise oversight, and make needed adjustments to agencies or 
programs.
 
WHAT DOES THE NPCA ENDORSED PEACE CORPS REAUTHORIZATION DO?

This bill emphasizes a few of our community’s biggest goals. It calls for giving the Peace Corps a $40 million raise, 
improving the care for PCVs disabled during their service, and for allowing RPCVs to put the Peace Corps symbol on their 
final resting place. In a way, this bill is like the Best Hits album of Peace Corps legislation, in that it puts together many of 
the bills desired by our community. For a full list of what this bill would do, please review the other supporting documents.
 
THE ASK
  
We need as many cosponsors as possible, especially Republicans. If your Representative was one of the 181 members 
in the House of Representatives who signed the Peace Corps Dear Colleague in 2019, that is great news. Like this bill, 
that letter called for giving the Peace Corps a $40 million raise, and improving care for disabled RPCV. It means that 
cosponsoring this bill would be consistent with their legislative history, which often makes them more comfortable with 
endorsing legislation.
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2019 Respect Act

Because it is not specified in the Peace Corps Act, the Peace Corps does not allow 
the use of its symbol in newspaper death notices or at gravesites. This legislation 
would amend the Peace Corps Act to allow this use for RPCVs and former Peace 
Corps staff who would wish to utilize this opportunity.

CONSIDER COSPONSORING H.R. 1411 
HOUSE MEETING
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HR 1411: THE RESPECT FOR 
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS ACT

 

Overview
 
 

Targets for this Action: Members of the House of Representatives who have not yet co-sponsored H.R. 
1411and/or H.R. 3456 (go to the appendix to see the list of current co-sponsors of H.R. 1411 and 
H.R. 3456). It is especially helpful to seek co-sponsors among House Republicans and any member of 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

About this Legislation: Because it is not specified in the Peace Corps Act, the Peace Corps does not allow
the use of its symbol in newspaper death notices or at gravesites. This legislation would amend the 
Peace Corps Act to allow this use for RPCVs and former Peace Corps staff who would wish to utilize 
this opportunity.
 

Overview: Since 2013, Congressman Albio Sires (D-NJ) has introduced simple, two-page legislation that
would amend the Peace Corps Act and allow the Peace Corps symbol to be used in obituaries and at
gravesites for RPCVs and former staff. Because the Peace Corps Act does not currently list this as an 
allowed use, it is viewed as being against the law, with violators being subject to a fine.

Congressman Sires’ legislation has regularly received bi-partisan support, with 25 to 35 co-sponsors in
previous sessions of congress. The current version of the legislation – H.R. 1411 – has 28 co-sponsors.
Additionally, the language of the Respect Act has been included in comprehensive Peace Corps 
legislation (H.R. 3456) introduced by RPCV Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA).

No companion legislation is currently introduced in the Senate.

In the current, 116th session of Congress, NPCA is hoping to raise the profile and build momentum 
and support for passage of this legislation. An open letter to congress urging passage of this provision 
has been signed so far by nearly 1,000 members of the Peace Corps community (a two-page sampling 
of Peace Corps community testimonies can be found in this booklet and used as a leave behind 
document for your House meetings).

HOUSE MEETING  -  FOR NPCA ADVOCATES ONLY...NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION



26

HR 1411: THE RESPECT FOR 
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS ACT

 

Talking Points

 

• Please Co-Sponsor this Legislation: Urge your House Rep to co-sponsor H.R. 1411 and/or 
H.R. 3456. If your Rep is already a co-sponsor, say thank you! 

• Non-Controversial with No Costs: There are no meaningful fiscal impacts* from this provision. 
This is common-sense legislation that deserves to be passed. 

• Help Honor Peace Corps Service and the Peace Corps Community: Well over 250,000 
individuals have served our nation as Peace Corps Volunteers and/or Peace Corps staff. They 
deserve to be honored for their service, and this should include the opportunity to have their 
service recognized with the use of the Peace Corps symbol. 

• Now is the Time to Pass this Legislation: Given that tens of thousands of individuals who 
served in the early years of the Peace Corps are in their 70’s and 80’s, a growing number of 
RPCVs are dying on a daily basis. As these numbers grow, so will the number of requests for 
this recognition. 

• Prevent Family Frustrations at a Time for Comfort and Support: There have already been
instances where family members of RPCVs are learning during their time of mourning that they 
cannot use the Peace Corps symbol in death notices or at gravesites. Let’s pass this legislation 
so grieving family members don’t have to face this frustration.

*In a previous session of Congress, the Congressional Budget Office estimated the only cost implications would come 
from possible the loss of revenue to the federal treasury for families that were fined for violating this restriction.

HOUSE MEETING  -  FOR NPCA ADVOCATES ONLY...NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION
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The House Peace 
Corps Caucus

Joining the Peace Corps Caucus is a great way for a member to promote and
demonstrate support for the bipartisan mission of the Peace Corps. Joining does
not bind a member to take specific legislative actions related to the Peace Corps,
nor are there any membership fees.

CONSIDER JOINING
HOUSE MEETING
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Appendix

• Copy of S. 2320
• House Reps who voted in favor of the Walker amendment
• Copy of H.R. 3456
• House Reps who so far co-sponsored H.R. 3456
• Copy of H.R. 1411
• House Reps who so far co-sponsored H.R. 1411
• House Reps who are members of the Peace Corps Caucus
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II 

116TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION S. 2320 

To make improvements to the conduct of United States foreign policy through 
a change in the supervision of the Peace Corps and transferring it 
from the status of ‘‘independent agency’’ to a subordinate agency within 
the Department of State, and for other purposes. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

JULY 30, 2019 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

A BILL 
To make improvements to the conduct of United States 

foreign policy through a change in the supervision of 
the Peace Corps and transferring it from the status 
of ‘‘independent agency’’ to a subordinate agency within 
the Department of State, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Peace Corps Mission 4

Accountability Act’’. 5

SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 6

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following: 7
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